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Situación de partida

13 campañas oceanográficas para la 

declaración y gestión de nuevas áreas por su 
importancia para hábitats (Cabo Tiñoso, 
Capbretón y montes submarinos de Mallorca 
y Columbretes)

5 campañas para analizar las interacciones 

con actividades pesqueras: 1 en Canal de 
Menorca, 1 en Lanzarote-Fuerteventura, 
Volcanes de Fango y 2 en los sistemas de 
cañones de Avilés

63 campañas de investigación

6 campañas para el 

seguimiento de aves desde 
embarcación (3 MEDIAS y 3 
DEMERSALES en 2017 y 
2018 y otros censos) y con 
GPS desde colonias de 
reproducción

10 campañas para analizar 

la posible declaración de tres 
espacios de la Red Natura 2000 
marina por su importancia para 
la conservación de tortugas y, 
especialmente, cetáceos 
(Alborán, Estrecho y zona 
oriental Canarias). 

29 campañas y otras actuaciones para la mejora de 

conocimiento de especies. Incluyendo censos y 
seguimiento de colonias de pardela balear; el análisis de 
la idoneidad de tramos de playa para anidación y el 
marcaje satelital de hembras de tortugas bobas y 
neonatos, y la fotoidentificación, marcaje satelital y 
seguimiento múltiples especies de cetáceos

2008
1% de superficie 
marina protegida

2014
8% de superficie 
marina protegida

Fin de proyecto 
LIFE+INDEMARES

o Declaración de 39 ZEPA y 
10 LIC

o +50 nuevas especies

o Identificación de 112 
tipologías de hábitats

o Mejora del conocimiento 
científico sobre aves y 
especies pelágicas

Objetivos INTEMARES
o Completar la RN2000

o Avanzar en su planificación y 
gestión eficaz

o Promover la participación real y 
efectiva de los sectores implicados

o Avanzar en el conocimiento 
científico para lmejorar la toma de 
decisiones

o Sensibilizar a la población sobre la 
importancia de la conservación de 
la RN2000 marina



LIFE IP INTEMARES

Effective, innovative and integrated 
management of the protected areas of 

the Natura 2000 Network

Integrates funds, policies and actors 

Tool to achieve the 30 % target.

Towards a new model for the management of the sea



To achieve a network of marine protected areas of the 

Natura 2000 Network, managed efficiently, with the active 

participation of the sectors involved and with research as 

basic tools for decision-making.

Objective

Programme of actions  

Duration: January 2017 – June 2026 (9.5 years)

Budget: EURO 49,8 million

ACTIVE 
PARTICIPATION

RESEARCH

GOVERNANCE  
CAPACITY BUILDING

COMUNICATION 
AWARENESS-RAISING 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
EDUCATION

RESEARCH MONITORING 
SURVEILLANCE

CONSERVATION

12 BENEFICIARIES

Coordinator: Ministry for the Ecological Transition and 

the Demographic Challenge (MITECO), through the 

Biodiversity Foundation.

Partners: 

• Administrations: Subdirectorate General for 

Terrestrial and Marine Biodiversity, Government of 

Andalusia.

• Scientific entities: IEO-CSIC, UA, UPV, AZTI, ICM-

CSIC.

• NGOs: SEO BirdLife and WWF-Spain.

• Fisheries organization: CEPESCA



Towards the 30 % target

63 campañas de investigación

22,45%

8% 12%

Designation of 7 new 

protected areas ​

2017 2019

2025
Declaración de 5 espacios en octubre 

• LIC Espacio Montes submarinos del canal de Mallorca

• LIC Montes submarinos y campo de pockmarks Seco de Palos

• LIC Sistema de Cañones Tributarios de Capbretón

• LIC Bancos y Gargantas del Mar de Alborán

• LIC/ZEPA Espacio Marino de la Costa Central Catalana

21%

2023

1%

2008

Designation of 5 

new protected 

areas ​

Mediterranean 

Cetacean Migration 

Corridor ​

2025



13 oceanographic surveys to support the 

designation and management of new protected areas 
of importance for marine habitats (Cabo Tiñoso, 
Capbreton Canyon, and the Mallorca and 
Columbretes seamounts). 5 surveys for analysing 

interactions with fishing 
activities: one in Canal de 
Menorca, one in Lanzarote-
Fuerteventura, Volcanes de 
Fango and two in the Avilés 
marine canyons system

63 oceanographic surveys

Increasing knowledge

6 surveys to monitor seabirds from 

boats (three MEDIAS and three 
DEMERSAL surveys conducted in 2017 
and 2018, together with additional 
censuses), complemented by GPS 
tracking from breeding colonies.



Increasing knowledge

10 Surveys to assess the 

potential designation of 3 marine 
Natura 2000 sites due to their 
importance for the conservation of 
turtles and in particular, cetaceans 
(the Alborán Sea, the Strait of 
Gibraltar and the Eastern Canary 
Islands).

29 surveys and other initiatives to improve 

knowledge on species. These include censuses and 
monitoring of Balearic shearwater colonies; assessing 
the suitability of beach sections for nesting; satellite 
tagging of female loggerhead turtles and hatchlings; 
and photo-identification, satellite tagging and 
monitoring of multiple species of cetaceans.

Assessment of the adequacy of 

the Natura 2000 network (WWF, 

FB, MITECO)

Identified: 104 areas of high 

ecological value (71 due to their 

importance for marine species and 

habitats and 33 for birds) and 35 

areas where further research is 

needed.

63 oceanographic surveys



Monitoring

SurveillanceNew technologies for monitoring deep vulnerable 
marine habitats 

Development of underwater observation platforms and

vehicules. Tested in MPA/SAC El Cachucho, SCI Sistema de

Cañones Submarinos de Avilés.

Innovative processing methodologies with special interest on

AI techniques and tridimensional photogrammetric

reconstruction of deep ecosystems.

Surveillance pilot projects

• Copernicus satellite imagery for the assessment of pollution discharge

events and anchoring activities in Tabarca, Corralejo and Mogán.

• Drones for illegal activities detection in Teno-Rasca

• Radar detection in SPA Cabo Ogoño



Governance
• Governance strategy for the marine Natura 2000 network and a Guide for 

participatory processes.

• 4 demonstration projects  to promote new management models in marine 
Natura 2000 sites.

• Inter-administrative cooperation and synergies among public authorities 
(Spanish Navy, Civil Guard, Ministry of Transport, etc.).

• 5 pilot projects to improve inter-administrative coordination between 
seven Autonomous Communities and the Ministry for the Ecological 
Transition and the Demographic Challenge (MITECO).

Capacity building
• Capacity building strategy for users and managers 

of the Natura 2000 Network.

• Nearly 6,300 people engaged through 132 training 
sessions.



Planning and conservation

Planning tools

• Management plans for marine protected 
areas:
o 11 approved (MPA/SAC El Cachucho 

and 10 SACs in the Valencia 
Community)

o 38 being processed

• Approval of the Master Plan for the network 
of marine protected areas (RAMPE).

• Conservation plans and strategies for marine 
species:
o 4 approved
o 4 being processed

• Other strategic documents: national turtle 
nesting protocol, national turtle stranding 
protocol, guidelines for the conservation and 
management of seagrasses, amongst others.

Fundamental support 
through participatory 
processes.

Setting up of working 
groups involving experts 
and stakeholders 
technical meetings.



The removal of pressures can 

be translated into concrete 

and operational measures:

• No trawling or other bottom 

gear

• No recreational demersal 

fishing

• Longlines and hooks only 

in the buffer zone and 

subject to conditions

Impact mitigation and control

Management plans

Reducing pressures on 

sensitive benthic habitats 

through spatial and use 

restrictions. 

No other restoration 

techniques currently exist 

for this type of 

community.



Impact mitigation and control

Control of the invasive algae Rugulopteryx okamurae in the Monte 
Hacho Marine-Terrestrial SCI in Ceuta

Invasive alien species from Asia, rapid spread.

The most abundant species along the coast in Ceuta, from the surface 

down to a depth of 30 metres (detected in 2015).

Impacts: changes in the structure of both shallow-water and deep-

water communities, as well as in the exposed coastal zone. 

Hundreds of tonnes of the seaweed accumulate on the beaches and 

spread through the water column.

Implications for tourism, fishing and biological communities.

Pilot project:

Aimed at limiting the spread of invasive algae, 

analysing the impact and minimising the 

pressures on the ecosystem and native 

species.

12 months, total of 308.67 kg of this invasive 

seaweed removed from the intertidal zone.

Elaboration of a protocol for the control of the 

invasive algae Rugulopteryx okamurae.



Protocol for the collection of abandoned, 
lost or discarded fishing gear, with the 

involvement of the fishing sector.

Protocol for fishing litter.
Tested through pilot projects in marine Natura 

2000 sites across the five marine regions. With the 
participation of different sectors.

Impact mitigation and control



Removing impacts to the seabed

Identification and removal of 
illegal moorings damaging 
the seabed in various sites of 
Lanzarote (Canary Islands).

• Proper regulation

• Replacement with eco-
friendly or low-impact 
moorings.  

Different proposals:

Complete removal and 
replacement. 

Conserve some elements 
dedicated to diving housing 
protected fauna (seahorses 
H. hippocampus) around 
deadweight’s and capes.

The work will be carried out by MITECO 
in the post-Intemares phase.

Impact mitigation and control



Minimise impact of 
recreational diving in marine 
caves (habitat 8330) 

Study to analyse the effects 
of recreational diving on the 
benthic communities living in 
semi-underwater and 
underwater caves of the SCI 
Menorca Channel: breakage 
of fragile organisms, loss of 
complexity of the 
communities, increase air 
bubbles trapped on the 
ceilings that persist during 
time, forming necrotic areas. 

Report on the impact of 
diving activity on habitat 8330 
in Natura 2000 sites (SCI 
Menorca Channel). 

Protocol for the regulation of 
cave diving in the marine 
Natura 2000 Network 
(Menorca Channel SCI): 
proposal for management 
measures for the regulation 
of cave diving as well as a 
good practice manual to 
develop recreational diving in 
the marine Natura 2000 
Network. 

Impact mitigation and control



+2M 
reach in 
social 
media

+3150 media 
mentions

+135 000 
website 

visits

+120 events, 
reaching +5000 

people

Virtual 
exhibition, 

podcast and 
scape room
descubrenatura

2000.es
 

Scientific and 
public outreach 

publicationss

Volunteering 
programme

Awareness-
raising 

campaigns 
targeting socio 
economicsect
ors and local 
population

Communication, awareness raising and environmental 
education



Mobilisation of funds

Funding integration

Projects’ contributions
• Enhancing the sustainability of fishing and aquaculture activities

• Increasing training and capacity building and supporting the blue 

economy

• Improving scientific knowledge for the designation and management 

of new marine protected areas

• Providing funding for the Natura 2000 Network

• Preserving marine biodiversity and mitigating the impacts of climate 

change

45 M€
Complementary 

funding

(foreseen: 20 M€)

337
Complementary 

projects

36+
Calls for proposals 

published

ESF

ERDF

EU Next 

Generation 

EMFAF

Horizon Europe

National funds

FB's commitment to this model of continuous integration



RESCAP: Conservation and recovery of deep-sea gorgonian 
populations through ecological restoration and mitigation of 
the impacts of fishing

Implementation of a protocol to enable the return to their natural 
habitat of all gorgonians accidentally caught by small-scale 
fishermen from the Port de la Selva and Cadaqués fishing 
associations (Catalonia) during the trammel net and bottom 
longline fishing season. 

In the event of by-catch, gorgonians were retrieved from the nets 
and kept alive in tanks installed at the guilds. They were 
subsequently transplanted and returned to their natural habitat a 
few days later.

SEAMED+. Engineering applied to the 
restoration of seagrass beds: scalability 
and advanced monitoring (in course)

Objective: develop and validate a 
comprehensive and scalable technological 
solution for the restoration and smart 
monitoring of seagrass beds (Posidonia 
oceanica and Cymodocea nodosa). 

Complementary projects – marine restoration
(a couple of examples)

European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund 
(EMFAF)

European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF)



3 key messages

63 campañas de investigación2025

2025
Declaración de 5 espacios en octubre 

• LIC Espacio Montes submarinos del canal de Mallorca

• LIC Montes submarinos y campo de pockmarks Seco de Palos

• LIC Sistema de Cañones Tributarios de Capbretón

• LIC Bancos y Gargantas del Mar de Alborán

• LIC/ZEPA Espacio Marino de la Costa Central Catalana

1. The importance of management plans for marine protected 
areas as instruments for removing, reducing or preventing 
pressures on marine habitats, through zoning and use 
restrictions.

2. Participation processes with users and managers for planning 
and managing marine protected areas.

3. The need to mobilise a diverse range of funds to properly 
financing marine conservation and restoration.
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