
Salt march at Løgstør bredning

Restoring Biogenic and Stone Reefs, Seagrasses, Lagoons and Saltmarshes 
in shallow coastal waters in Denmark - An ecosystem project



Coastal LIFE is a EU LIFE 
Nature project



Restoration of c oastal  habitat zones

- Danish fjords are shallow with historically huge eelgrass - and mussel beds 
in combination with stone reefs and surrounded with large salt marshes.

- The present Danish Salt marches is important on EU level ς15 % of the 
Atlantic and 92 % of the continental saltmarchesare situated in Denmark.

Restoration of coastal habitat zones



- Today many salt marches 
are turned into farmland



Loss of biodiversity and coastal habitats



Underwater picture from Limfjorden in july 2025

- And the major parts of the Danish fjords are highly 
eutrophicated



Eutrophication and poor environmental status



Climate change and rising sea levels



Coastal  Life - Key pressures  
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Restoration of c oastal  habitat zones

Coastal  Life
Multidisciplinary  ecosystem 
approach



1. Managed coastal realignment

Today
The salt marches have been 
turned into agrigultural land.
A narrow belt of salt march 
has remained.



Today
Dykes protects the 
agricultural areas from 
raising sealevels
But not the remaining salt 
marches.

Chancing climate and rising sealevels



Coastal Squeeze

2050
The natural coastal 
habitats will disappear



Reintroducing natural hydrology



Restoration of c oastal  habitat zones



3. Restoration of shallow marin habitats 
and improving biodiversity 





Coastal  LIFE ɀ key  elements
Restoration of c oastal  habitat zones



Transplantation af ålegræs som virkemiddel

Å Binder/begraver N, P og C
Å Øger sigtdybde
Å Reducerer klorofylkonc.
Å Nedsætter resuspension
Å Øger biodiversitet

Økosystemtjenester

Ellgrass Replanting 



Stone reefs
 



Mussel beds

Ellgrass

Reestablishment  of 

mussel  (Mytilus  edulis ) 

and oyster  (Ostrea  edulis ) 

beds

Gravel and 
stones



Preliminary 
investigations

Construction
Impact assessments, 
demonstration and 

replication

2022 - 2030
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LIFE PLATFORM MEETING: 

MEETING THE CHALLENGES OF THE NATURE 
RESTORATION REGULATION -

BEST PRACTICE AND INNOVATION IN MARINE 
RESTORATION IN EUROPE



Centre for Marine 
Restoration

Restoration must follow scientific based guidelines



Center for Marine 
Restoration


