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MEDITERRANEAN REGION
7% of the global n. of elasmobranch species



2024 -2026

Increasing concern about the status of Mediterranean elasmobranchs
IUCN ASSESSMENTS

WWF, 2025 2015

2003



SPECIES ASSESSMENT
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Rebound potential

Moro et al., 2025. Fish & Fish

Landing value <  2%

Low resilience to 
fishing pressure 

Low rebound 
potential 

Overfishing and 
populations declines 

Colloca et al., 2024.
Rev. Fish Biol. & Fish.



national restoration plans contribute to conservation
1. Protecting and restoring habitats to ensure the survival of threatened species

A place-based conservation approach can play a 
critical role in halting species declines by 
sheltering populations from fishing pressure as 
well as habitat changes

Sandbark sharkCommon eagle ray



national restoration plans contribute to conservation
2. Rebuilding populations and thus contributing to habitat resilience 
by minimizing bycatch and engaging fishers in safe release practices 
for sharks and rays



LIFE European Sharks (2023-2027)
LIFE22-GIE-IT-LIFE-EU-
SHARKS/101114031

Governance and Information
LIFE project

Croatia, Slovenia, Italy, 
France, Spain
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LIFE European Sharks (2023-2027)

MAIN FOCUS: 
increase compliance, enforcing 
of EU regulations protecting 
Mediterranean sharks and rays 
(flagship species, and more)

LIFE Platform Meeting: meeting the challenges of the Nature Restoration Regulation. Habitats for Species



LIFE European Sharks (2023-2027)

Promote conservation not just of flagship 
species, but of threatened or declining 
species the law ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ cover 

«the overlooked and unprotected»

Especially in ISRAs and emerging hotspots

Ą Community involvement (awareness!)
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LIFE European Sharks (2023-2027)
Identify shark/rays critical areas to 
concentrate efforts in most important areas 

Å ISRAs (Important Shark and Ray Areas)

Å emerging hotspots (LIFEEUSharks sites)

 
citizen science
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Professional fishers anglers

chefs

divers

Engage, inform, motivate the community to change habits
HABITAT restoration  through transformation of HABITS

divers
Citizens and 
consumers

media
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«Living Together»



LIFE European Sharks (2023-2027)

MAIN FOCUS: 
increase compliance, enforcing 
of EU regulations 
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The Med legal 
framework

Reg. (EU) 2019/1241 
PROHIBITED SPECIES 

(area based)
NRR Annex III based on it 
ςnon area based

Reg. (EU) 2017/2107 
ICCAT

Reg. (EU) 2026/2497
TAC&quota

Reg. (EU) 2019/1241 
highly migratory species, 

Med derogation

Reg. (EU) 1967/2006 
highly migratory species, 

recreational fishing
Reg. (EU) 2023/966 

CITES

EU Del. Dec. 2021/1167 
rec. fishing, 

data collection

Reg. (EU) 2023/2124
BARCELONA CONVENTION
PROTECTED SPECIES (Annex II 

SPA/BD protocol), data collection 
(Annex III), beheading 

and skinning

Rec. GFCM/45/2022/12
Rec. fishing 

prohibited spp. 
(Barcelona, CITES, CMS)

10 relevantEU Regulations, GFCM, 
Barcelona Convention SPA/BD 
Protocol, ICCAT, CITES, CMS:
Å Prohibited species
Å Protected species
Å Prohibited/Regulated gear
Å Data collection
Å Recreational fishing 

Reg (EU) n. 605/2013
Finning regulation 

??
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Nature Restoration Regulation ς Annex III

Reg. (EU) 2019/1241 
PROHIBITED SPECIES 
(only some in Med)

NRR Annex III ςincorporates all
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Barcelona Convention, SPA/BD Protocol

Reg. (EU) 2023/2124
Protected elasmobranch species
1. MemberStates shallensurea high protection from fishing activities 
for elasmobranchspecieslisted in AnnexII SPA/BD Protocol
2. Elasmobranch species which are included in Annex II ... shall not be 
retained on board, transhipped, landed, transferred, stored, sold or 
displayed or offered for sale.
3. To the extent possible, fishing vessels that have incidentally caught ... 
shall promptly release them unharmed and alive.

Reg. (EU) 2023/2124
Protected elasmobranch 

species (Annex II Barcelona)

GFCM: data collection SPA/BD 
protocol Annex II and III
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Unsurprisingly ς few know

Regulations are fragmented, 
andnot readilyavailable some super rare, many look-

alikes, some rays are a 
nightmare, 

IUU
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User-friendly tools 
ĄLIFE EUSharks
Ą  updated list, toolkit
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Blue shark  

Prionace glauca BSH

mako  

IsurusoxyrhincusSMA

porbeagle

Lamna nasus POR

smoothhound

Mustelusspp.SMD

Fresh local: NO
imported: YES

Importato: cambiamentiin 
imported: by 2027 

Regulated

covering imports too
Fresh local: YES

2026 2027
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Training fishers (rec too!), officers and trainers
Ą  training so far ca. 450  officers, 191 

fishers, 2900 recreational fishers, 
toolkit shared with 3000+ esp. in 
ISRAs in IT, HR, SP

ITCG offices
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Recreational fishers can have a big impact

Targeted training, 
additional regulations
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2024                                        2026: +6 speciesΧ-1?

updated
Annex II Barcelona

9ƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜ aŀȅΩнс
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It can be really confusing!
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EU Reservation 
mentioned as footnote 
on Spanish Foreign Affair 
Ministry website.
Reservations are not on 
Barcelona Conv web.
EU in latest docs efers to 
Annex II as a whole.
Awaiting confirmation

Reg. (EU) 2023/2124
Protected elasmobranch 

species (Annex II Barcelona)

2024


