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Passive restoration addressing threats and pressures
Key Messages

A In Ireland biodiversity loss and climate change are
among the main challenges in our maritime area

A Passive restoration is the only viable option in the
| argest part of Yrel andAs

A MPAs will play a vital role in identifying, protecting and
restoring the marine environment

A Stakeholder engagement/ participation will be vital in
achleving passive restoration.
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Threats and Pressures
Biodiversity loss and Climate Change



2024 MSFD Article 8 Assessment

Anthropogenic
mortality

Distribution

D1. Blodiversity Criteria

Population _
P Habitat

Mammals Birds

PROPORTION OF SPECIES

Baleen whales

Seals

Turtles

Coastal fish

Demersal shelf fish

Pelagic shelf fish
Deep-sea fish |0

Pelagic-feeding birds

Surface-feeding birds
Benthic-feeding birds
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Deep-diving toothed cetaceans

] GES Achieved [l GES Not Achieved [_] GES Unknown
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Passive Restoration



A Ireland has a maritime area of about 500,000km 2

Approxi mately 92% of UYr el
territorial boundary (12nm)

The map shows marine traffic in the Irish maritime area

Fishing (purples and greens) Is the most extensive
activity

Over such a vast area passive restoration Is the only
viable option
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Development of MPASs In Ireland



WHAT are we protecting?

A Species
Listed, threatened and endangered
OSPAR, IUCN lists

Whale migration routes

Basking shark

A Habitats

Seagrass meadows, cold water corals,
Kelp forests, nursery, spawning habitats

Angel shark

Short
snouted
seahorse

|

CO,

.

A Ecosystem Services

Carbon capture and burial, coastal
protection, recreational benefits

Kelp Forests

Seagrass meadows




Marine Protected Areas 1 Commitments and Obligations

A National policy commitment in the Programme for Government
A European Union & International:  Marine Strategy Framework Directive (Art.13.4 & Programme of Measures),

EU Green Deal and EU Birodiversity Strategy 2030

protectiono provision)
A Global : UN Convention on Biological Diversity- Kunming Montreal protocol.
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Ireland is committed to achieving 30% coverage of Marine Protected

@
M a rl n e Areas (MPAs) by 2030.MPA legislation will define the legal process for

desigantion and management of MPAs in lreland, it will.

PrOteCted Protect species h&.lbitats and.ecosy?tfem s:.ervices I\/I P A L e g i S I ati O n
Areas Enable meaningful public participation

T, O Wl A The government is currently preparing the general

Public call \ Policy

for features OW " Statement scheme of a Bill to amend the Maritime Area Planning

Setting national and

L8 Act 2021

including speues
habitats and
ecosystem services

ol i bkt A The Bill will provide for the use of the Designated Area
‘ i ——— Maritime Plan process for the designation of Marine
Protected Areas

compiled analysed
and interpreted i

| | Participation in ¢ Including inputs from
» MPA proposals all sectors and from

30 T A A Itis planned that each MPA will be designated with
g conservation objectives and managementmeasures

4

-- E‘“Y”’i' em-based approach
~ » mtegratmg tha connec ons

— i A The legislation will allow for regulation and
el Consultation | [EEEEES enforcement of regulations in Marine Protected Areas

EFFECTIVE MANGAGEMENT |
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2019-20
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° In December 2022 the Government requested the Marine Protected
rI S ea Area (MPA) advisory group to run an ecological sensitivity analysis of
the Irish Sea. The aims of the project were to:

S H ﬁ 2 t 1. Identify areas of higher and lower sensitivity to human pressures
e n s I VI y 2. Engage with key stakeholders

3. Inform decisions about siting of Offshore Renewable Energy
Analysis

4. Develop methods for identifying future Marine Protected Areas

BIODIVERSITY

Key Outcomes features shortlisted
for protection
1. Suitable areas for potential MPAs identified
2. These provide options for future MPA design Fgel shar
3. Overlap with current and planned activities minimised
4. MPA options can be refined through participatory process
Sensitive Habitats
Y
" t: Forage/Juvenile
t‘,;"g\ Fish

~ SENSITIVITY

Consevation Prioritisa-
tion analysis to opti-
mise and prioritise

protection of species
and other features Maps show areas of
Best available scien- higher and lower
tific information ecological sensitivity.

compiled analysed

and interpreted Forthcoming legislation will
enable MPA delivery
including public participation

Prepared for the Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage

2022-23
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Key Outcomes BIODIVERSITY

1. Suitable areas for potential MPAs identified

. . 5 Features shortlisted
2. These provide options for future MPA design 41 for protection

3. Overlap with current and planned activities limited Flapper Skate

4. MPA options can be refined through participatory process

Y

Sensitive Habitats

haaa’
ﬁ ‘\‘ Forage/Juvenile
::‘ - Fish

 SENSITIVITY

Conservation Prioritization
analysis to optimise and
prioritise protection of

species and other features Maps show areas of

Best available higher and lower priority
scientific information for potential protection

compiled analysed
and interpreted Forthcoming legislation will
enable MPA delivery
including public participation

In December 2023 the Government requested the Marine Protected
Celﬁc Sea Area (MPA) advisory group to run an ecological sensitivity analysis of
the Celtic Sea. The aims of the project were to:

w o ®
Se ns I tIVIty 1. Identify areas of higher and lower sensitivity to human pressures

2. Engage with key stakeholders
A I * 3. Inform decisions about siting of Offshore Renewable Energy
na ys I S 4. Develop methods for identifying future Marine Protected Areas

Prepared for the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

2023-24
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Cradits: Combined Fishing: ICES{2023}, Marine Instibute (2023); Gffshore Renawable Energy Polygons: Department of Heusing, Lacal Government and Heritage (2021).

Ecological Sensitivity Analysis of
the Celtic Sea
published in June 2024

Key steps & outputs

Ecological Sensitivity Analysis of the Irish Sea

published in June 2023

L Data, maps, scripts, reports, annexes publicly available
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Ecological Sensitivity
Analysis of Irish Atlantic
waters (2026)
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Ecological Sensitivity Analysis of Irish Atlantc waters (2026)

Select Features

Collate information & data L 2

C 2026

Sensitivity analysis

C Integration of non-Natura and Natura plus
Nature Restoration Regulation features A

Conservation prioritization more holistic comprehensive result

modelling C Greater stakeholder engagement & input

%
: IRELAND

o\

f Report including recommendations and full

: : : Co-funded by
detalls of process, inputs and evidence

the European Union
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ASA Stakeholder Participation Timeline

&

Engagement workshops and online drap sessions for updates and Q&A

MPA Advisory Group
share draftList of Data Data ready
Featuresto be gathering for analysis

Findings report sent out
for review/comment

considered
Draft ASA r
e, Summer Autumn
Enzgzkee;glr?telglan Features Apriiiday
outlining L Wor_kghops: call for inout Conservation Prioritisation Modellir Drafting of final report Disseminate
S Invitation to Participation all for inpu lete by O Report
participation . on data (complete by Oct)
(0Cess workshops Sessions on
P Inform email email sent to  Features List sources W{dzA Gl ofS I NBIQ ASA close event
sent out to all stakeholders and mapping leading into
stakeholders 10/03/26 March 262 workshops MPA process
02/03/26 & April 2 summer
Report
o1 © o5}
| | | | | | | |
| | | | | | | |
February March April May June July/Aug Sept/Oct Nov Dec
2026 2026 2026 2026 2026 2026 2026 2026 2026
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Next steps..

UNITED
KINGDOM

Ecological Sensitivity Analyses
of Irish Atlanti c waters
(2023-2026)

¥

IRELAND

Draft MPA proposals (2027-28)




MPA-LIFEIRELAND
Project

LOCATION: Ireland

BUDGET INFO:

A-°JK MATzX°y T Oowl 1T wu au

DURATION: Start: 01/07/24 - End: 30/06/33

PARTNERS: University College Cork, University of Galway,
University College Dublin.

Coordinating Beneficiary:
Marine Environment Section - Department of Climate Energy and the Environment
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Marine Planning and Marine ProtectioMPA LIFE Ireland
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WP1: Project Management and Coordination

A dedicated project management team comprised of a project manager and assistant will be established

to ensure efficient and effective management of project funds, timely reporting and compliance with
the requirements of the LIFE programme.

DHLGH

2027-30  2030-33

PHASE 2 PHASE 3

WP2: WP3: WP4: '

Ecological Economic Fostering
Evidence Base Evidence Base Social License Co-development of MPA Co-delivery of EBM
| uch | UaG uce , network
WPé6: Local Implementation A Y
WP5:Strategic priorities et i . = *
¢ ’ Will work closely to inform and be informed by @
3 WP4. 3 dedicated staff will be employed in 2ach of @
p0hcy fOCUS and Tour regional implementation units. Each unit will Multi-actor *

international dimenSion. be comprised of one marine ecologist. one public

A core team of 5 staff members will contribute cnsag?mcm -CfflCCl’ *"”‘f opc mapping and .ca:a
. . L . analysis specialists. WPS will apply the techniques
to Jl aspects of the project ensuring integration 3 thodolosies defined in WP2.3 and 4 t
of multiple policy strands management of inter- . R e : St =
. ey : implement a process for the identification and
agency/department liaison, maintenance and designati a ¢ of MPA th
oversight and identification of emerging policy A T e e e through a

and environmental priorities. The team will be standarQl;cd pamc-pat.ors_' .pro-:css. adapted to fit
" ‘ the particular needs of individual areas
located in Cork,

Participation
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WP7: Data Management and open access

One full time data management professional will be emploved to manage data and ensure FAIR data

management principles DHLGH/NPWS

Site Selection,
Objective

Assessment

WP8: Communications and Public Qutreach Monitoring

WP9: Mobilisation of Complementary Funding

WP10: Sustainability, replication and exploitation of
project results

WP11: Evaluation and Impact Co-funded by

the European Union




For more, see:

https.//www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec -marine-protected -areas/

Co-funded by
the European Union
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