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Passive restoration addressing threats and pressures

Key Messages

Å In Ireland biodiversity loss and climate change are 
among the main challenges in our maritime area

Å Passive restoration is the only viable option in the 
largest part of ϥrelandɅs maritime area

ÅMPAs will play a vital role in identifying, protecting and 
restoring the marine environment

Å Stakeholder engagement/ participation will be vital in 
achieving passive restoration.



Threats and Pressures
Biodiversity loss and Climate Change
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2024 MSFD Article 8 Assessment

Ireland is achieving Good 

Environmental Status (GES) for 

some elements of biological 

diversity within its maritime 

area, but the status for many 

species groups is unknown. 

Numerous species, in particular 

a significant proportion of fish 

species, are not in a good 

status.
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CLIMATE 
CHANGE



Passive Restoration
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Å Ireland has a maritime area of about 500,000km 2

ÅApproximately 92% of ϥrelandɅs water are outside the 
territorial boundary (12nm)

ÅThe map shows marine traffic in the Irish maritime area

ÅFishing (purples and greens)  is the most extensive 
activity 

ÅOver such a vast area passive restoration is the only 
viable option

Å Conservation focus : Biodiversity and State descriptors
Å Species listed (under IUCN or OSPAR)  that are not covered under the Birds and Habitats Directives



Development of MPAs in Ireland



WHAT are we protecting?

ÅSpecies
Listed, threatened and endangered
OSPAR, IUCN lists

ÅHabitats
Seagrass meadows, cold water corals,
Kelp forests, nursery, spawning habitats

ÅEcosystem Services
Carbon capture and burial, coastal 
protection, recreational benefits

Short 
snouted
seahorse

Basking shark

Angel shark

Whale migration routes

Seagrass meadows

Kelp Forests
CO2



ÅNational policy commitment in the  Programme for Government 

ÅEuropean Union & International: Marine Strategy Framework Directive (Art.13.4 & Programme of Measures), 

EU Green Deal and EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 (30% coverage of EU marine waters, incl. 10% ñstrict 

protectionò provision)

ÅGlobal : UN Convention on Biological Diversity- Kunming Montreal protocol.

Marine Protected Areas ïCommitments and Obligations 

30 X 30



MPA Legislation

ÅThe government is currently  preparing the general 
scheme of a Bill to amend the Maritime Area Planning 
Act  2021

ÅThe Bill will provide for the use of the Designated Area 
Maritime Plan process for the designation of Marine 
Protected Areas

Å It is planned that each MPA will be designated with 
conservation objectives and management measures.

ÅThe legislation will allow for regulation and 
enforcement of regulations in Marine Protected Areas
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Key steps & outputs

Ecological Sensitivity Analysis of the Irish Sea
published in June 2023

Data, maps, scripts, reports, annexes publicly available

Ecological Sensitivity Analysis of 
the Celtic Sea

published in June 2024



Ecological Sensitivity 
Analysis of Irish Atlantic 
waters (2026)

?

?

?

?
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Ecological Sensitivity Analysis of Irish Atlantic waters (2026)

Ç 2026

Ç Integration of non -Natura and Natura plus 
Nature Restoration Regulation features Ą

more holistic comprehensive result

Ç Greater stakeholder engagement & input

Select Features

Collate information & data

Sensitivity analysis

Conservation prioritization 

modelling

Stakeholder participation

Report including recommendations and full 

details of process, inputs and evidence
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April 

2026

March  

2026

02

01

Draft ASA 
Stakeholder 

Engagement Plan 
outlining 

participation 
process 

03

Inform: 
Webinar 
09/03/26

March 26th

& April 2nd

06

05

Conservation Prioritisation Modelling 
(complete by Oct)

Report
Due

04

Ψ{ǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŀǊŜŀΩ L5 
and mapping 
workshops 

Summer

February  

2026

Invitation to 
workshops  

email sent  to 
stakeholders 

10/03/26

MPA Advisory Group 
share draft List of 

Features to be 
considered

ASA Stakeholder Participation Timeline

May 

2026
June 

2026

Findings report sent out 
for review/comment

Sept/Oct 

2026

07

Drafting of final report

July/Aug 

2026

Inform email 
sent out to all 
stakeholders

02/03/26

Features 
Workshops: 
Participation 
Sessions on 
Features List

Nov

2026

Dec

2026

Engagement workshops and online drop-in sessions for updates and Q&A

Inform 
Update 
Webinar 
April/May

Call for input 
on data 
sources

Inform: 
Update 
Webinar
Summer

Inform: 
Update 
Webinar
Autumn

08

ASA close event 
leading into 
MPA process

Data ready 
for analysis

Data 
gathering 

Disseminate
Report

09
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Ecological Sensitivity Analyses 
of Irish Atlanti c waters

(2023-2026)

Draft MPA proposals (2027-28)

Next steps..



LOCATION: Ireland

BUDGET INFO:

A­ºJӃ MÄTzXºŷ ǏǒŵǏӅǐŵǔǎǔ Ʀ

PARTNERS:  University College Cork, University of Galway,
University College Dublin.

Coordinating Beneficiary:
Marine Environment Section - Department of Climate Energy and the Environment

DURATION: Start: 01/07/24  - End: 30/06/33

MPA-LIFE-IRELAND
Project
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Marine Planning and Marine Protection - MPA LIFE Ireland 

2024-27 2027-30 2030-33
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For more, see:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec -marine-protected -areas/

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec-marine-protected-areas/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec-marine-protected-areas/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec-marine-protected-areas/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec-marine-protected-areas/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec-marine-protected-areas/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e00ec-marine-protected-areas/
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